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Globalization as A Factor of Transformation
of Kazakhstan's Educational System

Introduction

Globalization is one of the main driving
forces of the modern world. The process of
globalization affects all aspects of life, includ-
ing economics, culture, and technology and,
of course, education. While globalization pro-
vides new opportunities, it also brings with its
significant challenges. Kazakhstan, as a coun-
try with a dynamic economy and an important
geopolitical position in Central Asia, faces im-
portant educational challenges in the context
of a globalized world.

The relevance of the study of globalization
of education for Kazakhstan is due to sever-
al key factors. Firstly, in the conditions of glo-
balization there is integration of educational
systems of different countries, which has both
positive and negative impact on domestic ed-
ucational processes. Kazakhstan, seeking to
improve its international status, actively par-
ticipates in global educational projects, such
as the Bologna Process, exchange programs,
international scientific conferences and others.

Second, globalization makes education
more accessible through new technologies
such as online courses, self-learning plat-
forms, and electronic resources and databas-
es. This creates new opportunities for students
from remote regions of Kazakhstan, but it also

raises the problem of digital inequality, where
not everyone has access to these technologies.

Thirdly, globalization implies the standard-
ization of educational models and approaches,
which can affect the decline in the importance
of the native language and weaken national
identity. In modern conditions, it is especially
important to ensure a harmonious combination
of international educational standards with the
preservation of national identity.

Materials and Methods

The method of data analysis was used to
analyze the impact of globalization on the ed-
ucation system of Kazakhstan. It involves the
study of works of both domestic and foreign
researchers covering various aspects of global-
ization of education.

Thus, D. Sorokin emphasizes that "global-
ization inevitably affects the foundations of
cultural identity, including language, traditions
and educational values" [1, p. 45]. This state-
ment confirms the relevance of the problem of
preserving national identity in the educational
policy of Kazakhstan. In turn, M. Abdrazakov
notes that "it is important for Kazakhstan not
only to borrow international educational prac-
tices, but also to adapt them taking into ac-

count the national context to avoid the loss of [EZE
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cultural specificity" [2, p. 78].

The educational systems of the USA, Great
Britain, Germany and South Korea were stud-
ied. The aim was to identify successful models
that can be adapted to improve the education
system in Kazakhstan. Surveys were conduct-
ed among students, teachers and experts in
the field of education, which allowed to collect
empirical data on the perception of globaliza-
tion in the educational environment.

Results and Discussions

Kazakhstan actively participates in interna-
tional educational projects and programs, such
as the Bologna Process, which allows improv-
ing the quality of education and meeting world
standards. As noted in the study, integration
into the Bologna Process contributes to the
expansion of academic mobility, recognition of
diplomas and the formation of a common ed-
ucational space [3, p. 64]. This opens an op-
portunity for Kazakhstan to cooperate with the
leading educational institutions of the world,
as well as strengthens international coopera-
tion and exchange of knowledge and experi-
ence.

Online courses, digital libraries and distance
learning programs allow students from all cor-
ners of Kazakhstan to have access to global
educational resources, regardless of their loca-
tion. It also facilitates the introduction of new
technologies into the educational process, im-
proving the quality of learning and accessibility
of knowledge. The diagram shows the percent-
age of access to electronic resources.

Exchange programs, internships and par-
ticipation in international conferences contrib-
ute to the expansion of students' horizons,
increase their professional qualifications and
open opportunities for career development.
For teachers, participation in international pro-
grams and exchange of experience allows them
to introduce the latest pedagogical methods
and technologies [4].

Globalization often implies the adoption
of uniform standards of education, which can
lead to the loss of national features of the ed-
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ucational system. As emphasized in the study,
"the desire to unify educational programs is
often accompanied by the risks of leveling lin-
guistic and cultural diversity" [5, p. 102].

In the education system of Kazakhstan
there are still significant differences between
urban and rural areas, especially in the as-
pects of accessibility and quality of educational
services. According to the data for the 2021-
2022 academic year, there are 7,550 general
education schools in the country, of which only
2,427 (31.6%) are located in urban areas,
while 5,260 (68.4%) - in rural areas. At the
same time, urban schools have about 2.3 mil-
lion students, which is 56% of the total num-
ber of students, while rural schools have about
1.5 million students. These statistics indicate
a significant difference in pupil density and re-
source endowment between the two sectors.

More than one third of all schools in Ka-
zakhstan are understaffed, which means a lim-
ited number of pupils, lack of parallel classes
and, as a consequence, insufficient conditions
for the implementation of varied educational
programs. These schools often face a short-
age of qualified teachers, modern equipment
and teaching materials. This directly affects
the quality of education: according to the re-
sults of the 2019 Unified National Test (UNT),
25% of rural school leavers failed to pass the
minimum threshold of 50 points, while among
urban students this figure amounted to only
12.1%.

These differences emphasize the need for
a targeted government policy aimed at equal-
izing educational conditions in urban and rural
areas. Priority tasks include modernizing the
infrastructure of rural schools, providing ac-
cess to digital educational resources, improv-
ing the qualifications of teachers and encourag-
ing work in rural areas. Only a comprehensive
approach will make it possible to reduce the
educational gap and ensure equal access to
quality education for all citizens of Kazakhstan,
regardless of their place of residence.

Kazakhstan has a unique cultural and lin-
guistic heritage that needs to be protected and
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Figure 1 — Distribution of access to global educational resources among students in Kazakhstan
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developed despite global world processes. It is
important that the educational system remains
focused on the preservation of Kazakh identity,
culture and language, as well as taking into
account local traditions and peculiarities in the
learning process [6].

Conclusions

Kazakhstan should actively continue its in-
tegration into the world educational commu-
nity, taking into account global educational
trends and requirements. However, it is im-
portant to remember that globalization should
not suppress the uniqueness of the country
and its cultural heritage. The preservation and
development of national identity, including
through the inclusion of the Kazakh language,
cultural traditions and historical heritage in ed-
ucational programs, is an important aspect.
This not only helps to preserve the rich history
and culture of the country, but also contributes
to the education of the younger generation in
the spirit of respect for their identity.

One of the key factors of successful adap-
tation of Kazakhstan's educational system to
globalization conditions is active investment
in innovation and modernization of education-
al infrastructure. Kazakhstan needs to create
modern scientific laboratories, educational
centers, technoparks and startup incubators
that will contribute to the development of sci-
ence and technology in the country. Modern
infrastructure plays a critical role in providing
high quality education, as it is it that allows
to introduce advanced educational technolo-
gies, create conditions for practical application
of theoretical knowledge and develop the cre-
ative potential of students.
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The development of online education and
distance programs will allow students living in
rural areas and remote regions to access ed-
ucational resources and study on a par with
students in large cities. For this purpose, it
is necessary to actively develop digital infra-
structure, increase the availability of the Inter-
net and train teachers in new distance learning
methods. In addition, it is necessary to im-
prove the quality of teaching in rural schools
and universities by improving the qualifica-
tions of teachers and providing them with the
necessary educational materials [7].

For the successful development of the edu-
cational system, Kazakhstan needs to actively
strengthen the academic mobility of students
and teachers. This includes the creation of new
exchange programs with foreign universities,
as well as expanding the participation of Ka-
zakhstani students and teachers in interna-
tional scientific projects. International cooper-
ation in the field of education contributes to
the integration of Kazakhstan into the world
scientific community, which opens new pros-
pects for research and innovation projects, as
well as promotes the introduction of best edu-
cational practices in the Kazakhstani education
system [8].

The article was prepared within the frame-
work of the scientific project under the grant
AP25795571 "Socio-Cultural Factors of Trans-
formation of Kazakh Society in the Context
of Global Trends of Modernity" (2025-2027)
(Committee of Science of the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Higher Education of the Republic of
Kazakhstan).
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